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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-4, 7-14, 17-18, 21-22, 24-47 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed ^1 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 41 and 44-45, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Mankoff (US Patent 6,385,591). 

Regarding claim 41, Mankoff discloses a system for providing contextually-relevant 
information to a user comprising: 

means for receiving by the transmitter electronic raw data about a service (see col.3 lines 
50-65); 

means for determining by the transmitter said contextually-relevant information about 
said service from said electronic raw data (see col.3 lines 50-65); 

means for formatting by the transmitter said contextually-relevant information into a 
standard machine-readable format (see col.2 line 51 through col.3 line 49); 

means for transmitting by the transmitter said formatted contextually-relevant information 
(see col.2 line 51 through col.3 line 49); 
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means for receiving by a client said formatted contextually-relevant information; means 
for providing to the user by the client said formatted contextually-relevant information (see col.2 
line 51 through col.3 line 49). 

Regarding claim 44, Mankoff discloses a system for providing contextually-relevant 
information to a user comprising: 

a transmitter including: a network interface capable of receiving electronic raw data about 
a service; a data formatter capable of determining the contextually-relevant information about 
the service from the electronic raw data, said data formatter capable of formatting the 
contextually-relevant information into a standard machine-readable format; and an optical 
transmitter capable of transmitting the formatted contextually-relevant information; and a client 
including an input/output module capable of receiving the formatted contextually-relevant 
infonnation; and a processing module for providing to the user by said client the formatted 
contextually-relevant information (see col.3 lines 1-49). 

Regarding claim 45, Mankoff discloses processing module is capable of determining 
when the formatted contextually-relevant information is preferred by the user (see col.3 lines 5- 
16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1, 3-4, 9-14, 17, 21-40, 42- 43 and 46-47, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being anticipated over IVIankoff (US Patent 6,385,591) in view of Treyz et al. (US Patent 
6,587,835). 

Regarding claims 1, 29 and 37, Mankoff disclose a transmitter for receiving information 
from a service provider about a service and for conveying the information to a handheld device 
(col.2 lines 4-5, wireless connection is inherent includes transmitter and receiver), said 
transmitter comprising: 

means for defining a context (see fig. 3) in said transmitter; means for receiving the 
information at said transmitter; 

means for formatting the information in said transmitter into machine-readable form to 
produce a transmitted signal compatible with the handheld device and relevant to said context 
(see col. 3 lines 10-49); and 

said information displayed to a user of the handheld device (see col.4 lines 5-17, col.5 
line 40-41); 

wherein said conveying means transmits a diffuse infrared signal (see col.3 line 25-36); 

wherein said machine-readable form is an XML element (see col.2 line 62 through col.3 
line 49, hyperlink is inherent programmable in an XML element), and 

wherein said XML element is encapsulated in an integrity element (see col.5 line 25-45). 

Mankoff fails to disclose means for conveying said transmitted signal from said 
transmitter to the handheld device located within said context. 
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In the same field of advertisement provider, Treyz et al. disclose means for conveying 
said transmitted signal from said transmitter to the handheld device located within said context 
(see col.55 lines 30-34) if user has previously expressed an interest in the service. Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Mankoff with the above teaching of Treyz et al. in order to provide the 
receiver receiving coupons when it is detected in range of retail store. 

Regarding claim 3, the modified Mankoff fails to disclose said diffuse infrared signal has 
a wavelength substantially in the range of 850 nanometers to 1250 nanometers. The Examiner 
takes an Official notice is taken that the concept the frequency range 850 nanometers to 1250 
nanometers is well known in the art. It would have been obvious the infrared signal is made at 
above range of 2 MHZ and below .8 MHZ range. 

Regarding claims 4, 11, 24, 28 and 31-32, the modified Mankoff discloses said diffuse 
infrared signal is generated by modulating an electric light (see Mankoff, col.5 lines 19-20, 
"infrared" is inherent modulating an electric light). 

Regarding claim 9, Mankoff discloses a handheld device operating in a context 
associated with a transmitter conveying a formatted signal, said handheld device comprising: 

means for receiving the formatted signal (see col.2 Iine59 through col. 3 line 49), said 
received signal including information from a service provider offering a service (see col.2 lines 
1-5), and means for extracting said information when a user of said handheld device has 
expressed an interest in such a service; wherein said information includes a first XML element; 
and wherein said information is encapsulated in an integrity element (see col.5 lines 25-45). 
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Mankoff fails to disclose means for conveying said transmitted signal from said 
transmitter to the handheld device located within said context. 

In the same field of advertisement provider, Treyz et al. disclose means for conveying 
said transmitted signal from said transmitter to the handheld device located within said context 
(see col.55 lines 30-34) if user has previously expressed an interest in the service. Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Mankoff with the above teaching of Treyz et al. in order to provide the 
receiver receiving coupons when it is detected in range of retail store. 

Regarding claims 10, 22, 33, and 38, the modified Mankoff discloses said means for 
extracting includes a plug-in, said plug-in executes when said interest is expressed (see 
Mankoff, col.3 lines 10-15). 

Regarding claim 12, the modified Mankoff discloses displaying at least a portion of said 
information to the user (see Mankoff, col.4 lines 5-35). 

Regarding claim 13, the modified Mankoff discloses means for accepting an input from 
the user, said input provided in response to said at least a portion of said information (see 
Mankoff, col.3 lines 16-19). 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Mankoff discloses comprising a means for sending a 
reply in response to said input to the transmitter (see Mankoff, col.2 lines 3-5). 

Regarding claim 17, the modified Mankoff discloses said integrity element includes a 
second XML element (see Mankoff, col.5 lines 31-32). 

Regarding claim 21, the modified Mankoff discloses the step of utilizing a behavior of the 
user to establish the preference (see col.5 lines 40-45). 



Application/Control Number: 09/929,979 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2618 

Regarding claim 25, Mankoff discloses a method for establishing a context of a user with 
a transmitter, said method comprising the steps of: receiving infomnation at the transmitter, the 
transmitter being communicatively associated with a handheld device, the information being of 
interest to the user of the handheld device if located within the coverage area; formatting the 
information into a first XML element; encapsulating the first XML element in a second XML 
element, the second XML element being an integrity element; converting the first XML element 
and the integrity element into a signal; and emitting the signal to the handheld device located 
within the coverage area, the information displayed to the user of the handheld device if the 
user has established a preference at a time prior to receiving the signal (see col.2 line 51 
through col.4 line 3 and col. 5 lines 6-45). 

Mankoff fails to disclose means for conveying said transmitted signal from said 
transmitter to the handheld device located within said context. 

In the same field of advertisement provider, Treyz et al. disclose means for conveying 
said transmitted signal from said transmitter to the handheld device located within said context 
(see col.55 lines 30-34) if user has previously expressed an interest in the service. Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Mankoff with the above teaching of Treyz et al. in order to provide the 
receiver receiving coupons when it is detected in range of retail store. 

Regarding claims 26-27 and 36, the modified Mankoff disclosesemitting a time element 
in conjunction with the first XML element and the integrity element; and establishing a temporal 
context for the user using the time element (see col.4 lines 17-35 and col. 5 lines 25-45). 
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Regarding claims 34 and 37, Manl<off discloses a method of utilizing executable code in 
a transmitter to establish a context of a user having a handheld device and operating with the 
transmitter, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving through the executable code in the transmitter, information about a service at 
the transmitter, executing the executable code to format, the information Into an XML element 
for conversion into a signal; and emitting the signal, from the transmitter, the information 
displayed to the user of the handheld device (see col.2 line 62 through col.3 line 49, hyperlink is 
inherent executable code in an XML element). 

Mankoff fails to disclose means for conveying said transmitted signal from said 
transmitter to the handheld device located within said context. 

In the same field of advertisement provider, Treyz et al. disclose means for conveying 
said transmitted signal from said transmitter to the handheld device located within said context 
(see col. 55 lines 30-34) if user has previously expressed an interest In the service. Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Mankoff with the above teaching of Treyz et al. in order to provide the 
receiver receiving coupons when it Is detected In range of retail store. 

Regarding claim 35, the modified Mankoff discloses displaying the information to the user 
only if the user has established a preference prior to receiving the signal (Mankoff does not 
mention if user previously interested receiving information; therefor, Mankoff displays 
information only the device being manually operated). 

Regarding claim 39, the modified Mankoff discloses using the coverage area to define a 
context for the user receiving the emitted signal (see col.55 lines 30-34). 
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Regarding claim 40, the modified Mankoff discloses the step of encapsulating the XML 
element in an integrity XML element (see Mankoff, col. 5 lines 25-45). 

Regarding claim 42, Mankoff fail to disclose determining if said formatted contextually- 
relevant information is preferred by the user. 

Treyz et al. disclose determining if said formatted contextually-relevant information is 
preferred by the user (see col.55 lines 30-34). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Mankoff with 
the above teaching of Treyz et al. in order to provide advertisement information based on user 
profile. 

6. Claims 30 and 43, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated over Mankoff 
(US Patent 6,385,591) in view of Lake et al. (US Patent 6,975,835). 

Regarding claims 30, 43 and 46-47, Mankoff fail to disclose at least one broadcast 
signal; means for transmitting by the transmitter said at least one broadcast signal. 

Lake et al. disclose at least one broadcast signal (see col.9 lines 16-17). Therefore, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Mankoff with the above teaching of Lake et al. in order to provide a radio 
base station to wide distributions coupons to users. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 18 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding dependent claim 18, the prior arts fail to disclose "said integrity further 
element includes: a checksum value, said checksum value representative of said information; a 
size value, said size value indicating the size of said information; a seed value, said seed value 
being used in computing said checksum value; and an operator, said operator being used in 
conjunction with said size value and said seed value to compute said checksum value", as cited 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7883. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
6:30AM-2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached at (571) 272-7899. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



in the claim. 



Conclusion 
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